Thanks for your questions and the opportunity to answer them. I have sought to be thorough but not exhaustive in my responses. I have sought to give biblical references supporting my thoughts because I believe it is much more important to consider what the Scriptures say that what I say. I accept full responsibility for these responses.

1. Okay, so I buy that God has all this wisdom and is willing to share, but how can I be guaranteed that I am hearing from Him? Some people say they hear God speak; other people say just the Bible - how exactly can I be guaranteed that what I am listening to is God?
I believe it is the norm for God to speak to us through His Word, but we must recognize that this is a very personal and spiritual experience. The Holy Spirit may speak to our hearts as well. But this will never be in contradiction to His Word. <See below>
With confidence, we can say that God has spoken in His Word: the Old and New Testament. 2 Tim. 3:16 says “that all Scripture is inspired by God.” Literally, “God-breathed.” Thus God has spoken to us in the Scriptures. They are His Word. As we read the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit grants us understanding and speaks to our hearts through them. 1 Cor. 2:12-14. Luke 24:27-32 is an example of this when Jesus was on the road to Emmaus and the disciples didn’t recognize Him after His resurrection. He began to explain the Old Testament passages to them, and they talked about “their hearts burning within them as He read the Scriptures.” I believe that Jesus will speak to our hearts as well, using the Holy Spirit, as we read His Word. (Luke 24:45; John 16:12-13.) The Holy Spirit also confirms within our spirits that we are children of God. Rom 8:16; as well as convicting of sin. John 16:8. as well as God places some things on our heart. Nehemiah 7:5.
2. Why is it that man is the only one who can’t get it figured out?
As we will see from the message at the 4th Bridge, May 1st, man has a problem. We have a virus which Scripture calls sin. It is something that has infected us all and has darkened and distorted our thinking. Rom. 1:20-21. Spiritual truth has to be made known through the Holy Spirit. Man, left to himself, does not get it. 1 Cor. 2:14. In our sin and orientation toward independence from God, we aren’t really drawn to the truth of God as well. Rom. 3:10-18.
3. Has God loved us from the beginning?
1 John 4:7 says that “God is love.” If this is an attribute or quality of God, He has been this way from the beginning and has thus loved us from the beginning. See John 17:23-24 and Eph. 1:4
4. What is the best way to ask the Lord to be your savior?
What a great question!!! Not that the other questions aren’t good, but this one is pretty exciting. I am all about directness and honesty in conversation with others, especially with God. And why not? He knows everything about us any way. So let’s be direct with God as we ask Him to be our Savior. We can talk to God openly, like we talk to a friend. But we don’t tell Him what to do. We ask Him.
· As we mention Him being our Savior we will want to mention or confess our sin or sins to Him. This is what He is saving us from. (This is not trying to cover every sin in our life -who has that good of memory or that much time? But it is expressing that we have sinned against Him.) We are turning from our sins to God.
· We express our guilt, our need, and our regret to Him, asking Him for forgiveness and His help.
· As we ask for forgiveness, it is important to confess our belief that God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross for our sins, to be our substitute, taking the punishment we deserved; acknowledging that God’s love and Jesus’ death is the basis for our forgiveness.
· Thank God for His forgiveness. Praise Him for being your loving, heavenly Father, and that you are His child forever, forgiven in the love of Christ.
· If you know another Christian, tell him or her within 24 hours of this decision. If you don’t, find someone you think might be a Christian and tell them. This will help you and them.

5. What’s your favorite thing about God’s creation?
My favorite thing about Creation is Mankind. We are the supreme act of God’s creation. Ps.8
6. How is it possible that God created all of this?
One of the primary points of creation is to reveal the glory and greatness of the Creator (emphasizing His great ability to perform these works). Ps. 19:1-6; Rom. 1:20.
7. For me, seeing is believing. How do I overcome not seeing God or creation?
I appreciate those people that seem to be from Missouri, the “show me” state.  There is a tremendous body of evidence for those who are “intellectually honest” and willing to make the effort to seek to objectively evaluate the evidences for God and Christ. Many of these materials are written by individuals who did not believe the testimony of Scripture related to God or Christ. In their journey of study to evaluate or disprove these, they in fact became convinced of the reliability and reality of God and Christ. But even for these “show me” people, believing in God requires a step of faith. Not a leap of ignorance, but a choice to embrace and trust what or Who one is beginning to embrace. Heb. 11:6
8. If God is so powerful and we're so small, how do we know he cares about us?
Several passages come to mind: Is. 40:25-31 clearly speaks of the power of God, but at the same time this great God is one who gives strength to the weary and power to those who are lacking in endurance.  Ps. 103:13-14 is one of my favorites. Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him. For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust. The most powerful truth that I think communicates that demonstrates both God’s power and His care is the doctrine of the incarnation (God becoming Flesh). John 1:1, 14 The Word was God and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. The whole concept of God entering man’s experience speaks of His power beyond my ability to understand, but also his concern. For His becoming man was motivated by His love for you and me, to die on the cross of our sins. John 3:16; Rom. 5:8
 
9. Once saved always saved?
The great pastor Charles Spurgeon, once said “election is a doctrine for the mature.” I would rather someone ask me this personally or one on one rather than in this way.
10.  So, if the Bible said God created humans (Adam & Eve.....and their three sons), how did WE get here if they had 3 boys?
Genesis 5:4 says that Adam had sons and daughters. It is not specific how many of each. As strange as it seems in our experience today, one of Adam’s sons would have had to marry his sister. The great risk in these types of relations is the heightened concern of genetic mutations. This is likely one of the reasons Scriptures would later forbid such intimacy among close relatives. Lev. 18:6 While sin’s impact on creation was immediate, genetic disorder would have grown greater with time. Thus, the risk would have been less between Adam’s immediate off-spring.
11.  How do you know the Bible is any more true than any other book that teaches differently? (I am indebted to Norm Geisler and other apologists for much of the material in this answer. While this material comes across very confident, I respect the questions and opinions of all those genuinely seeking answers.)
One of the primary reasons for holding the Old and New Testaments in a different light than the other ancient writings is through the miracles confirming the message of the Bible’s various authors:
· Moses - God performed miracles through him that were verified and confirmed by reliable witnesses who saw these miracles. Exo. 4:4-5; Elijah too, one of the patriarchs of the prophets, was vindicated by miracles. 1 Kings 18. This is how the Jewish community knew when someone was of God. The Jewish teacher Nicodemus approached Jesus saying “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.” John 3:2. Peter followed suit in affirming that God confirmed Jesus by miracles. Acts 2:22 The ministry and words of Christ’s apostles were confirmed by miracles as well. Heb. 2:4; 2 Cor. 12:12. No other book in the world has authors who were confirmed in this miraculous manner. Of all the world religious leaders, neither Confucius nor Buddha nor Muhammad nor Joseph Smith was confirmed by miracles verified by contemporary and credible witnesses.
· Muhammad refused to perform any miracles to confirm his claims to be a prophet. Sura 3:181-84.
The historical accuracy of history has been consistently confirmed by archaeology. “There can be no doubt that archaeology has confirmed the substantial historicity of Old Testament Tradition.” W.F. Albright, PhD John Hopkins University
There are also the supernatural prophecies made and fulfilled in the Bible, which show that it was a supernatural book. No other religious book offers anything that can compare with these supernatural predications and fulfillment.
Dr. Hugh Ross, a world–renowned astrophysicist, says that approximately 2000 of the 2500 prophecies which appear in the Bible have been fulfilled to the letter with no error (the remaining 500 concern events which have not yet occurred). According to Dr. Ross, the probability of any one of the prophecies coming true is less than one in ten. The chances that all 2000 prophecies could have been fulfilled by chance without error is less than one in 10 to the 2000th power. Since any probability greater than 10 to the 50th power is considered impossible, there is only one reasonable explanation. The Scriptures have God as their author, unique among all writings.
Some say, “Well why can’t other holy books be true? Why can’t they all represent truth?” Because they teach contradictory things, and contradictions cannot all be true.
The Bible teaches that Jesus died on the cross and bodily rose from the dead three days later. 1 Cor. 15:1-6. The Qur’an teaches that He did not. Sura 4:157 Both books cannot be true on such a crucial teaching. Furthermore, if the writings of Joseph Smith teach that there are many gods (polytheism), which they do, and the Bible declares that there is only one God, as it does (see Dt. 6:4; 1 Cor. 8:4), then both of these writings cannot be true. The Qur’an claims Adam was made out of a blood clot. Sura 23:13 This is in contradiction with what the Bible teaches.
Christianity does not claim that there is no truth in non-Christian religious books. It only claims that he Bible is true and that whatever is contradictory to the Bible is false. There is much that is good and true in non-Christian religion. For example, Confucius said “do not do to others what you would not have them do to you.” Also, Buddhism and most other religions are in harmony with Christianity in teaching that we should respect our parents and that murder is wrong.
My experience with most people is that they have seldom read the other ancient writings to which they often refer. It is my belief that as you read the Old and New Testament you would recognize a great distinction between The Bible and other sacred writings. The Bible represents the history of God’s interaction with man in the most realistic, rooted in history, and confirmable way compared to the other sacred writings.
“Pile them (other sacred writings of the Near East), if you will, on the left side of your study table; but place your own Holy Bible on the right side all by itself, all alone, and with a wide gap between them. For there is a gulf between it and the so-called sacred books of the East, which severs the one from the other utterly, hopelessly, and forever, a veritable gulf which cannot be bridged over by any science or religious thought.”
Professor M. Monier-Williams, Boden professor of Sanskrit, at Oxford University, who spent 42 years studying Eastern books and comparing them with the Bible.
12.  How do you speak to God if you have never spoken with him before?
See question 4 above. Be honest, open, and assured of His love. The fact that you are asking this questions suggest God is at work in your life. The Creator of the Universe wants to talk to you!!!
13.  If God loves us so much why would he give us the free will? The choice to screw it up and sever the relationship? (see answer to #14)

14.  So if God created us to be in a relationship with Him, why would the opportunity be opened up for us to be "out of relation" with Him (i.e. sin and/or hell)? Why would He create that situation if He created us for a relationship with Him?
Wow. I am getting tired answering these, but y’all are asking good questions so here goes.
· It is important to remember that man is created in the image of God. Gen. 1:26-27. We focused on that in our second meeting. As such, man was created with the freedom of choice. This freedom of choice is one of the elements of bearing the image of God.
· A second significance of man being created in the image of God is that we were created to be in relationship; a relationship of love with God and with other humans. This is the emphasis of God Himself existing in eternal relationship within the Trinity. (see Questions #16) But for a relationship of love to exist, there must be freedom and real choice. As one author has said, “Forced love is not really love at all.”
· Therefore, for man to be created in the image of God, requires full freedom.
· Once we establish the reason for and the reality of man’s moral freedom we understand better sin, hell, and our relationship to God. The quotes below emerge from this reasoning:
· “God desired to create mankind with a moral free will - a real opportunity to choose between right and wrong. He placed us in an environment that allowed for these choices to be exercised, accompanied by real consequences. These consequences, whether good or bad, whether pleasurable or painful, are the direct or indirect result of the right and wrong choices we make of our own free will. It would be self-contradictory for God to have created us with free will and then to coerce us into always making right choices in order that we’d only experience good consequences. Therefore, it is reasonable for God to have made our world a place where pain exists and can actually occur.” Jim Thomas, Coffee House Theology
·  “We must never forget that when God created man, He created him perfect. Man was not created evil. He did, however as a human being, have ability to obey or disobey God. Had man obeyed God, there would never have been a problem. He would have lived an unending life of fellowship with God and enjoyment of Him and His creation. That is what God intended for man when He created Him…the point we must keep in mind is that man is responsible for sin—not God.” Paul Little, Know Why You Believe
· “Evil is inherent in the risky gift of free will. God could have made us machines, but to do so would have robbed us of our precious freedom of choice, and we would have ceased to be human. Exercise of free choice in the direction of evil, in what we call the “fall” of man is the basic reason for evil and suffering in the world. It is man’s responsibility, not God’s. He could stop it, but in so doing would destroy us all. It is worth noting, “that the whole point of real Christianity lies not in interference with the human power to choose, but in producing a willing consent to choose good rather than evil.”  J. B. Phillips, God Our Contemporary
· It would be less than perfectly loving for God to coerce someone against his real choice. Love is persuasive but not coercive. Forced love is not really love at all. This coercion or programming would go beyond freedom and dignity. Freedom is an absolute essential to a truly moral universe. Love cannot be programmed. Love is personal and subjective.  Norm Geisler, The Roots of Evil
· Evil is not something created by God; it is the result of losses sustained through wrong choices. John Wenham
15.  Who created God?
One of the qualities or attributes that God possesses is eternality, that He has no beginning or no end. Psa. 90:2; Isa. 40:28; Gen. 21:33 No one created God. He is dependent upon no one or no cause for His existence. This is suggested in God’s reply revealing Himself to Moses in Exodus 3:14. “I am that I am. I always am.” He is the Cause of all things but having no cause Himself. Heb. 3:4.
16.  Will you please go in detail about the Trinity and how the whole creation teamwork deal went down?
I am trying to be concise while at the same time give an adequate response. So here goes…First, the Trinity is a doctrine of revelation. This is how God has revealed Himself to be. In fact we come to the doctrine of the Trinity by reasoning about revelation, the Bible. As most know, the Trinity is not a term found in the Bible. It is a term used to describe truth about God revealed in the Bible. It means three (tri) in one (unity). God is three persons, but only one in nature. Before we go any further, we must admit that there is mystery here. I’m OK with that. God is beyond my full comprehension. What about yours?
It is important to understand that God is like one to the third power. 1x1x1=1 There is a oneness in the Godhead. God is not 1+1+1=3. This would be three Gods. Below are some of the Scriptures we reason through to the doctrine of the Trinity.
· God is one God. That is to say, there is only one God. Dt. 6:4; Is. 44:6; 1 Cor. 8:4. 1 Tim. 2:5.
· That there is a plurality of persons in the Godhead is hinted at in Gen. 1:26; 3:22.
· Jesus is revealed as God. John 1:1; 5:18; 8:5 note his eternality not just preexistence.  Here Jesus claims not just that he was created before Abraham, Issac, and Jacob (“I was”), but that He has existed eternally (“I am”), because He is God.
· The Holy Spirit is revealed as another person of the Godhead. Acts 5:3,4. Clearly referred to as God. (The material on the Holy Spirit presented here is brief because some of it is based on understanding some Greek language.)
· What is important is that clearly by the writings of the New Testament, late 50-70 AD, the Christian community had understood God to have revealed that He existed in the form of the Trinity. Mt. 3: 16-17; 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14
[bookmark: _GoBack]Clearly the Trinity had a role in creation: God the Father: Gen. 1:1, 3ff; God the Son: John 1:3; Col. 1:16-17; God the Holy Spirit: Gen. 1:2; Ps. 104:29-30 which shows the Spirit’s involvement in the preservation of life and creation, implying that He was involved in the beginning of life and creation.
